Witold Lipski, Jr. (1949–1985)  by Imielinski, T.
JOURNAL OF COMPUTER AND SYSTEM SCIENCES 33, 3 11 (1986) 
In Memoriam 
Witold Lipski, Jr. (1949-l 985) 
We are sad to report that Witold Lipski, Jr. died May 30 in Nantes, France, after 
a long and heroic struggle with a terminal illness. 
He obtained his Ph.D. in 1975 from the Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw. 
Following his Ph.D. he worked in the Institute of Computer Science of the Polish 
Academy of Science in Warsaw and, for the last two years, was a Visiting Professor 
at University of Paris Sud. 
His research interests included theory of databases, algorithms and data struc- 
tures, computational geometry, VLSI design, and combinatorics. He was widely 
recognized for his fundamental contributions in the theory of incomplete infor- 
mation in databases. 
Witold published over 70 papers and 3 books. His papers appeared in ACM 
Transactions on Database Systems, Journal of the Association for Computing 
Machinery, Journal of Computer and System Sciences, IEEE Transactions on Com- 
puters, Theoretical Computer Science, Journal of Algorithms, Discrete Mathematics, 
Information Processing Letters, and Information Systems, as well as in many con- 
ferences including IEEE Foundations of Computer Science, ACM Principles of 
Database Systems, ACM SIGMOD, very large data bases, and others. He served as 
the program committee chairman for the Conference on Data Organization in 
Kyoto (May 1985) and the Conference on Mathematical Foundations of Computer 
Science in Gdansk. He was also a member of program committees for a number of 
database conferences. 
For the last three years Witold was lighting for his life with great courage and 
dignity. Although he could not work as effectively as before, he was active until his 
last day. 
Those of us who knew him will remember him as a joyful companion, a person of 
great modesty, and an exceptionally talented researcher. His life and achievements 
will remain a constant inspiration for all of us. 
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